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The texts were accessible across the full range of abilit ies and enabled 

candidates to respond appropriately. Som e candidates found the Bill Bryson 

passage m ore challenging. 

  

Sect ion  A  

This consists of m ainly short  answer quest ions that  require candidates to 

locate and ret r ieve relevant  inform at ion. Quest ions 3, 8, and 9 required 

candidates to use their  own words.  

Quest ion 10 is longer requir ing candidates to give a personal response and 

just ify it  with references to the text .  

Many responses showed evidence of good teaching and learning with 

candidates showing the abilit y to dem onst rate understanding by accurately 

select ing relevant  m aterial from  the passages. 

 

There were som e very good answers to quest ions 1-9  but  m any candidates 

cont inued to have difficulty with the requirem ent  for own words thus 

lim it ing their  perform ance. Where it  is difficult  to find synonym s, candidates 

should rework the m aterial using their  own words as far as possible. 

Cent res are rem inded of the cont inuing need to teach vocabulary and the 

use of synonym s to enable candidates to access the full range of m arks.  

Som e exam iners com m ented on the lengthy responses to som e of these 

quest ions, which are essent ially test ing a candidate’s abilit y to ret r ieve 

inform at ion. Som e candidates spent  t im e writ ing analyt ical responses which 

gained no m ore m arks. There were som e candidates who had difficulty with 

the requirem ents of Quest ion 8 and 9 in understanding the difference 

between ‘feelings’ and ‘experiences’ and used the sam e or sim ilar m aterial 

for both quest ions. Candidates should be m ade aware that  the sam e 

m aterial will not  be the answer to two different  quest ions. 

 

There was evidence that  som e candidates had been prepared ext rem ely 

well for this task quest ion10. This provided m ore varied responses with 

m ost  candidates able to m ake som e sort  of choice but  only the m ore able 

were able to provide the developed ideas and close reference to the texts 

that  the task required. Candidates need to be taught  that  their  reasons 

m ust  be supported by close reference to the texts (quotat ions)  and full 

explanat ions. There were som e candidates who sim ply copied parts of the 

texts but  offered no explanat ion for these. 

A few candidates m isread the quest ion and wrote an art icle. Cent res m ust  

t rain students in ident ifying key words in quest ions to enable them  to 

respond correct ly to the task.  

Som e candidates responded at  great  length to this quest ion, writ ing as 

m uch as 2 pages in response to what  is a 6 m ark quest ion, often having 

achieved full m arks on the first  page. Candidates need to be rem inded that  

the m arks tend to reflect  the t im e which should be spent  on the response. 

 

Sect ion  B ( Qu est ion  1 1 )  

There were som e well focused, lively and art iculately presented responses 

to this task. 

There was som e evidence of planning which is to be encouraged as it  helps 

candidates to focus on the task and organise their  ideas m ore clearly. 

 



Most  candidates understood the requirem ent  of the task however not  all 

were able to use the appropriate register for a speech. Som e candidates 

sim ply used an appropriate opening and ending and wrote an essay. More 

successful responses were st r ik ing in both their focus on the texts and their  

abilit y to write a convincing speech for their  peers. Cent res need to ensure 

that  candidates not  only have a clear idea of relevant  form at  but  also how 

to dem onst rate a st rong sense of audience and appropriate register. I f this 

is not  clear candidates will not  be able to access the full range of m arks.  

There were som e responses that  did not  use the ideas from  the texts as a 

focus for their  responses. Again cent res need to ensure that  candidates are 

able to ident ify the key inform at ion in the quest ion. Som e were able to 

com bine the ideas from  the texts effect ively with their own (often wide)  

experiences. Others did not  cover the three bullet  points ( the m ost  

com m only m issed was the last ) .  

There were som e candidates who copied parts of the texts or re- told the 

texts which did not  enable them  to dem onst rate the skills being assessed. 

Candidates m ust  understand that  copying a text  does not  dem onst rate 

understanding and candidates m ust  be taught  how to adapt  texts 

appropriately. 

Cent res are rem inded that  there is no word count  for this task and 

candidates who lim ited them selves by at tem pt ing to st ick to the word count  

from  the legacy specificat ion often did them selves a disservice. 

Som e responses lacked paragraphing despite the three bullets points giving 

som e idea of an appropriate st ructure. Cent res are rem inded that  accurate 

paragraphing is im portant  and lack of paragraphs rest r icts candidates’ 

achievem ent . 

Language cont rols were not  always secure. 

 

 

Sect ion  C ( Qu est ion  1 2 )   

12a and 12b were m ore popular. 

Many exam iners com m ented on how m uch they enjoyed reading the 

responses in this sect ion. 

There was som e evidence of candidates planning their  responses and this is 

to be encouraged. A short  plan is always helpful for a writ ing response as it  

helps candidates focus on the task. However there were som e candidates 

who wrote a draft  essay and then sim ply copied it  with no am endm ents as a 

final piece. This does not  seem  to be a part icular ly helpful approach. 

There was evidence of som e good preparat ion and teaching in this sect ion. 

 

Quest ion 12a produced som e well writ ten responses with am bit ious 

vocabulary and a clear and developed sense of place. There were also som e 

rather pedest r ian and unim aginat ive responses. Som e candidates produced 

fact  files rather than descript ive writ ing. Others slipped into narrat ive or 

personal rem iniscences. Cent res need to work with candidates to ensure 

that  they clearly understand the type of response that  is required by the 

inst ruct ion ‘Descr ibe’.   

Favourite places varied enorm ously e.g. fantasy islands, bedroom s, a 

hospital ship, and gardens. Bet ter responses were fully cont rolled with 

accurate spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar, however the weaker responses 

had poor language cont rols and weak paragraphing.  

 

 



Quest ion 12b produced som e original plots and character isat ion with a wide 

range of interpretat ions of the t it le e.g. pr ison, alien invasion, visit ing bir th 

m other, visit ing places or fam ily m em bers. Bet ter responses were m arked 

by sensit ive writ ing and original ideas with good technical accuracy. Weaker 

responses had poor language cont rols and lim ited and underdeveloped 

ideas. Som e candidates spent  too long on the build up to the visit  and lost  

the focus of the task. 

Som e candidates used prepared passages or thinly disguised TV or film  

plots which did not  enable them  to achieve the full range of m arks. 

Although there seem s to have been less evidence of prepared passages 

than in the legacy O- level it  is im portant  that  cent res ensure that  

candidates know that  this is not  an acceptable approach. 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  it  was not  always ent irely clear from  the 

content  whether the candidate was answering 12a or 12b. Cent res m ust  

ensure that  candidates clearly understand the different  requirem ents of the 

different  types of writ ing and the skills they need to dem onst rate to respond 

to them  successfully.   

 

Quest ion 12c produced som e well developed responses but  m any 

candidates had problem s with arguing a case and produced responses that  

were lit t le m ore than a list  of points. Som e candidates often listed places 

that  they had visited that  they thought  were great  rather than arguing a 

case. Bet ter responses were sharply focused with fully developed argum ents 

in support  of their  point  of view and had full cont rol of spelling, punctuat ion 

and gram m ar. Weaker candidates had a lim ited range of ideas, poor 

language cont rols and weak paragraphing. Candidates who choose the 

argum entat ive/ discursive opt ion m ust  be t rained in the appropriate 

rhetor ical techniques to support  their  ideas.  

 

Som e exam iners noted the lack of am bit ious vocabulary in the essays which 

led to rather uninspired responses. Cent res need to ensure that  candidates 

develop their  vocabulary fully so they can confident ly use it  appropriately. 

Many exam iners com m ented on problem s with lack of paragraphing, both in 

otherwise well-writ ten responses and those weaker ones. Candidates m ust  

be m ade aware of the im portance of effect ive paragraphing and m ust  

realise that  they are lim it ing their  achievem ent  if it  is lacking. 

 

Qu al i t y  o f  W r i t t en  Com m u n icat ion  ( QW C)  

This is assessed in Quest ion 11 and 12. 

There was evidence of good spelling and basically accurate punctuat ion 

which was pleasing to see but  the biggest  problem  was unidiom at ic English. 

This hinders the candidates’ abilit y to express them selves clear ly. Many 

exam iners com m ented that  som e candidates had problem s with gram m ar, 

part icular ly tenses and the correct  use of preposit ions. 

Cent res need to focus on developing accurate and effect ive gram m at ical 

st ructur ing and idiom at ic English to enable candidates to express 

them selves clearly and access the higher m ark bands.  
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